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State Awards:
Outstanding Trail Leaders

These awards recognize individuals who have made compelling and

significant contributions to the trails movement in their home states. Any
area of trail excellence or achievement — advocacy, design, construction
and maintenance, adaptation, etc. — are grounds for receiving this honor.

Ohio - Andy Niekamp

Going by the trail nama “Captain Blue," Andy hikes thousands of miles each year,
Andy hiked the entire Appalachian Trail in sections four times, logging more than
9,000 miles and becoming one of fewer than 12 people who have reported
completing the trail four times. In 2011, he hiked the 1,444-mile Buckeye Trail, the

nation's longest circular trail that loops around the Buckeye State

Andy is the chief adventure officer of Outdoor Adventure Connection, and founder
and leader of Dayton Hikers, which has more than 3
volunteered at Five Rivers MetroParks since 2010, He als
committee for the 2017 International Trails Symposium held in Dayton

members. He has

chaired the volunteer

Andy Niekamp Is a trail user, trail maintainer, trail advocate, and trail educator
throughout Ohio. He dedic: his entira life to providing opportunities for himself
and for others to get exerc axplora nature, live a healthier lifestyle, and maks our
community a better place to live
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Advancing Trails
Awards

Recognizing Outstanding Achievements
in the Trails Industry
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